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Report on the Austrian BEAM 21 Conference  

 
Title of the conference: „Energiewende von unten“ 
 

Date: 16 June 2012 
Venue: Seminarzentrum Dominikanerkloster, Graz 

Number of participants: ca. 80-100 
 
Pictures can be found in the same folder as this report (copyright Grüne 

Bildungswerkstatt, pictures taken by Clemens Nestroy) 
 

Speakers and main topics raised 
 

- Main topics: energy turnaround from below / citizen participation / frameworks and 

obstacles to energy turnaroud / instruments and networks 

- Speakers: Martin Graf, Christiane Brunner, Sabine Jungwirth, Andrea Pavlovec-

Meixner, Georg Günsberg, Otmar Frühwald, Siegfried Zöllner, Fritz Hofer, Lisa 
Rücker, Erwin Stubenschrott, Gudrun Lettmayer 
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BULGARIA - N A T I O N A L  C O N F E R E N C E  

 

“Combined  development of capacIty for sustainable measures for energy sector and 

Action  Plans in European  Municipalities ВЕАМ 21” 
 

 
The concluding Conference of      21 Project was carried on 27 June 2012 in Festival and 

Congress Centre - Varna. The date for the national meeting was planned in November 
2011 during the working meeting of      21 Team, carried in town of Kaunas, Lithuania. It 

was planned that the National Meeting of the Bulgarian Municipalities should coincide by 
time with the final Project Conference which was planned to be organized and held in 
Bulgaria. The purpose of this combination was the development of more opportunities for 

contacts and exchange of information between the Bulgarian and other partners within      
21.  

 

Preparation and organization 
Participants – For participation in the Conference personally were invited: One official 
representative from the municipalities – participants in the Project; All trainees 

(employees of the Municipal Administrations and city-councilors) from the five 
municipalities – participants in the Project; Representatives of Regional Administration - 
Varna; Municipality Varna as a host of the event; The Regional Representative of the 

Agency for sustainable energy development. Open invitation was published on the Internet 

page of PECSD and sent electronically to all 246 municipalities in Bulgaria, to the 

Association of the Bulgarian Municipalities and to a few other working networks, 

established by the municipal structures.  
Lecturers -  as lecturers experts from the Agency for sustainable energy development were 

invited, from the NGO sector, from the municipalities – leaders in the fulfillment of the 

conditions of the Covenant of mayors and the partner-countries, participant in the 

Conference from RIO +. 
Materials – Copies of all presentations were printed for the participants in the Conference. 

Additionally materials were presented that were published within the project. Each one of 
the participants was able to bring his/her own materials on the subject that can be put on 

special stand for materials. For each participant advertising bag was provided with the 
logo of the Conference. 
Hall and technical equipment – for the Conference a Hall inside the Festival and Congress 

Centre - Varna was engaged. The hall is with capacity of 100 guests. Simultaneous  
translation was provided for the Conference (Bulgarian-English-Bulgarian) and online 

conference connection with the lecturers that were not able to attend the Conference. 
Advertising – Press-conference was held on 26 June by which the event was announced. 
The press-conference was attended by  8 journalists from  8 regional media (Annex – 

registration list) 
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Carrying 
The Conference was carried on 27 June 2012 under the following Agenda: 

 

9.00 – 9.30 Registration  

9.30 – 10.00 Session - 1  “Welcome” 
Greetings by Inka Tunike, Henrich Boll Foundation (Germany) – Manager of the 

international BEAM 21 team. 
Greetings from Iliyan Iliev, Public Environmental Centre for Sustainable Development 
(Bulgaria) – Regional BEAM 21 Coordinator.  

10.00 – 11.00 Introduction to the subject of the Conference 
Subject 1: Energy Strategy of Republic of Bulgaria until 2020 (Lecturer:  Petko 

Kovachev, Institute for Green policy) 
Subject 2: Alternative energy scenario, vision for "Green Bulgaria” (Lecturer: Genadi 

Kondarev in ES “For earth“) 

11.30 – 12.00 Introduction to the subject of the Conference (continue) 
Subject 3: The role of the municipalities during the fulfillment of the objectives "20-20-20" 

in the strategies Europe 2020 and BG 2020 (Lecturer: Representative of the Agency for 

sustainable energy development) 

Subject 4: Project ВЕАМ 21: motivation, objectives and structure - Lecturer: Inka Tunike 

(Germany) 

12.00 – 13.00 What is the training platform BEAM 21: 

Subject 5: Electronic training platform ВЕАМ 21: logic, contents, program for capacity 
building for training: Lecturer: Tina Bear (Germany) 
Subject 6: Distant training platform BEAM 21 – one additional possibility for the 

Bulgarian Municipalities (Lecturer: Iliyan Iliev) 

13.00 -  14.00 Lunch  

14.00 – 15.30 BEAM 21 results 

Subject 7:  Nine short presentations for the results from the use of the ВЕАМ 21 platform 

and for good practices implemented in the municipalities – participants in the Project. 
(Lecturers: representatives of the partner-teams from Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, Latvia, 
Poland, Romania, France, Czech Republic) 

Discussion: Possibility for questions and answers by the participants to the representatives 
of different countries. 

16.00 – 16.50 Panel discussion 
Subject 8:  Future steps towards more sustainable management of the energy consumption 

in municipalities and climate protection. Leader of the discussion: Inka Tunike / Tina Bear 
Subject “Rio +“, Challenges on the road to Sustainable Europe (Skype-video connection 
with Barbara Unmüßig.representative of Heinrich-Boell-Foundation Germany, head of 

international department) 

16.50 – 17.00 Concluding Session 
 
The Conference was attended by 52 participants. (Annex – registration list) 

 

Results and responses 
The Conference was reflected in 8 media. A t the Conference  14 presentations were made. 
The attending Mayors had the opportunity to meet with their colleagues from the other 

countries and to discus issues regarding the general conditions for climate protection and 
use of RES. As a host PECSD presented the possibilities for trainings and the educational 

product ВЕАМ 21 to municipalities that were not participants in the project. 

PECSD presented its activity before the representatives of municipal and state 
administration. 
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GERMANY - Report on final conference in Germany: 
 
The final conference of the BEAM21 project in Germany took place on 1st June 2012 with 
56 participants. The morning of the conference day was used for the last on-site sessions of 

the courses concerned followed by a networking session between all BEAM21 cities, where 
participants from already completed courses were invited as well.  

In the afternoon the public final conference took place. The conference was greeted by 
Michael Jungclaus, member of parliament in Brandenburg. Ulrike Janssen, member of the 
BEAM21 advisory board and secretary general of the Climate Alliance held a key-note 

speech on chances and challenges of municipal climate protection and energy management 
in times of financial crisis. Inka Thunecke and Tina Baer from Heinrich-Boell-Foundation 

Brandenburg presented the results of the BEAM21 project including short interventions of 
course particants, who directly presented their impressions. Later Welf Schroeter and 
Oliver Schmid presented the path the city of Geislingen had taken initiated by the BEAM21 

course. A ceremonial handing over of the certificates to the course participants followed. 
At the end of the conference Herbert Girardet from the World Future Council gave an 

outlook on the “renewable city”.  
On the conference networking between the BEAM21 municipalities and further 
municipalities could be strengthened, results of the project could be spread, the training 

offer be promoted and the challenge of meeting the EU 20-20-20 targets be further 
discussed.  

 
 

 
Foto: Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung Brandenburg 
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FRANCE  - Report on the national final conference  

 
The national conference  occurred in Lyon on 14th of June 2012. Fourty-nine people 

attended to the meeting.  
As an overture, Mr B. Charles, vice-president of the Greater Lyon in charge of the 
Climate Action Plan, recalled the general context in which the training occurred and 

gave the latest news about the conurbation action plan building.  The Local Energy 
Agency gave presented then a survey of the training.  

Many trainees expressed their satisfaction about the program. The main instructive 
aspect was to have direct testimony that every municipality got a specific benefit out of 
the training, depending its previous starting point. 

The meeting was also the first occasion for16 .trainees of the 1st  session to exchange 
with 16 trainees of the 2nd session. They notably had discussion about “expert lectures” 

which were systematic during the 1st session and withdrawn for the 2nd one. 
Ten additional trainers attended to the national conference. They gave to the assembly 
their own opinion built out of  an exhaustive analysis of the individual sheets of 

satisfaction. They expressed notably three points  they would like to improve for their 
own future training and asked further questions to the trainees.  
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LATVIA - Report on BEAM21 final conference in Latvia 
 

The final conference - seminar took pace in Tērvete on August 16, 2012. It was organized 

as a thematic side event of a bigger event devoted to environmental education in Latvia. 

There were 78 participants in the final seminar from various municipalities in Latvia.  

In the seminar participants could listen to presentation by Ms. Alda Ozola about 
sustainable energy strategy for Latvia, where both opportunities and key challenges were 

described. This presentation also gave overview on global trends with regard to 
international climate policy, ecological footprint and urgency to act, as well as touching 

upon Latvia’s commitments towards the European Union and global responsibility. Later 

Mr. MārtiĦš Knitte – invited expert on eco-technologies, gave presentation of energy 

efficiency potential in Latvia and technologies. Before the lunch break, participants were 
introduced to key outcomes of BEAM21 project in Latvia.  

After the lunch break there were two workshops held. Considering the interests of the 
audience and also trying to promote good practices, participants could choose in which 
workshop to take place. Workshop that was led by Ms. Alda Ozola focused on cooperation 

opportunities between municipalities and schools – both in terms of increasing energy 
efficiency of buildings, but also in setting up programmes that would motivate for energy 

savings and promote climate-friendly behaviour. Participants were asked to come up with 
measures that could be applied in their municipality. Second workshop was led by invited 

experts Mr.MārtiĦš Knitte who provided information about various climate-friendly 

technologies and asked participants to make assessment on key energy efficiency aspects of 

the building where the seminar was organised.  

 

 

© Alda Ozola, 2012 
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LITUANIA - REPORT ON NATIONAL CONFERENCE IN LITHUANIA 
 
National conference took place on June 8th  in the hall of the hotel “Santaka” in 

Kaunas. Conference title: “ Environmental protection and sustainable energy: 
challenges and possibilities for municipalities”.  
During the conference were presented results of project BEAM activities and most 

active participants of the courses, who succesfully finished all lessons of the courses 
received the sertificates.  

Presentations in the conference were focused on several issues: influence of energy 
sector on climate change and environment; alternative energy versus nuclear energy; 
Covenant of Mayors and possible sollutions for municipalities to reduce greenhouse 

gass emissions, how to save energy in buildings. During panel discussions an example of 
activities on sustainable energy in Silute municipality  was presented. Discussions  were 

focussed on how to reach sustainable energy in Lithuania and what municipalities can 
do in this field.  
Main participants in the conference were representatives from Lithuanian 

municipalities, several participanst, including speakers were representatives of science 
institutions, also representatives of  evironmental NGO and various enegy related  

assotiations, all together there  were 50 participants.  
Presentations and speakers of the conference: 

� Climate change end energy sector,  Dr. A. Mikalauskiene, Lithuanian Energy 
Institute 

� Nuclear energy versus renewables, S. Piksrys, director of Lithuanian Wind 
Power Association;  

� Renewable energy development planing in municipalities,  Dr.V.Kveselis  
Lithuanian Energy Institute; 

� Covenant of Mayors, Dr. F.Zinevicius, director of Kaunas regional energy 
assotiation;    

� Lithuanian program of multi-flat building renovation, D. Mikutien÷ head of 
public relation department of Housing and Urban Development Agency; 

� Energy efficiency in buildings, A.Vaiciulis, director of National passive house 
assotiation  

 
 
Pictures from the conference, (copyright: ECAT ) 
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POLAND
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ROMANIA - Report on national conference BEAM21 

 
Date and location: 

The national conference BEAM21 in Romania was organized in Tg. Mures, Hotel 

Arena, in the period 5-6 July 2012. Hotel Arena is central placed in Tg. Mures and is well 
known as a conference center.  

 
Participants: 

On the conference were 29 registered participants. The participants were from the 5 

municipalities where take place the training, from other municipalities interested in 
elaboration of the SEAP and on the BEAM21 project, from the Regional Development 

Agency Central Region, from the Environmental Protection Agency, and from different 
specialized organizations like architects, urban planners organizations. 

 

The conference was open by the vice-mayor of Tg. Mures, Dr. Sandor Csegzi and by 
the project coordinator in Romania, Dr. Zoltan Hajdu.  The speakers in the conference 

were:   Mr. Mihai Pocanschi, director Regional Developmnet Agency, Dr. Sandor Csegzi, 
vice-mayor of Tg. Mures, Mrs. Delia Florea, Environmental protection Agency, Mrs. 

Claudia Bran, municipality of Aiud, Elena Grebenişan, municipality of Ludus, Mrs. 

Cristina Bihari, municipality of  Odorheiu Secuiesc, Mr. Mihai Maior, municipality of 
Sighisoara, Mr. Mircea Sigmirean, municipality of Tg. Mures.  

On the conference were discussed the next main issues: the experience with the 
BEAM21 courses, were presented the learnings and conclusions from this training in 
different municipalities, the energy strategy in the EU, the Covenant of Mayors and SEAP, 

and the responsibility of the municipalities to take actions.  Were discussed also the newest 
results of the climate researches and general problems of the energy management 

Mr. Mihai Pocanschi, director of the Regional Development Agency from the 
Region Central Transylvania presented the plans of the Agency for the future, Mrs. Delia 
Florea presented the position of the Ministry of the Environment concerning the reduction 

of the emissions of CO2 . 
On the conference were discussed the possibilities of further cooperation on national 

and as well on international level in the framework of the BEAM21 network. It was 
discussed also the development and continuation of the BEAM21 project. 

 

 
 
National conference in Romania, Photo: Csaba Pal 
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Report on final project conference: 

 
The final project conference took place in Varna on 27th July 2012 with 52 participants. 

It was organized along with the Bulgarian final conference to pool resources and to reach 
a wider range of participants.  
The conference was greeted by Inka Thunecke representing the Heinrich-Böll-Foundation 

as coordinator of the project and Iliyan Iliev representing the Public Environmental Center 
for Sustainable Development as host of the conference. During the morning session of the 

conference Petko Kovachev from the Institute for Green Policy introduced the Energy 
Strategy of the Republic of Bulgaria until 2020, Genandi Kondarev from “For the Earth 
Associaltion” presented an alternative energy scenario and the vision for “Green 

Bulgaria”. Afterwards a representative of the Acengy for sustainable energy development 
presented the role of municipalities in the fulfilment of the “20-20-20” targets. 

Furthermore the overall project results were presented by the project coordinator. In the 
afternoon session the national results from Austria, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, France, 
Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and Romania were presented including direct 

statements of course participants. Peter Pal was attending the conference as member of 
the project’s advisory board and provided an strategic outlook. At the end of the 

conference a Skype connection to Barbara Unmüßig, board of the German national Boell-
Foundation and expert on the Rio process was arranged, to connect the conference to the 
just finished Rio+20 conference and to discuss with and the auditorium the challenges on 

the road to a sustainable Europe.  
 

 
Foto: Heinrich-Böll-Stiftung Brandenburg 


